Angela Harden is a Professor of Community and Family Health. She is a social scientist with
expertise in public health and evidence-informed policy and practice. She has conducted
extensive research into the health of young people and the communities in which they live.
Key themes in her research include sexual and reproductive health, mental health, health
inequalities, the wider determinants of health and the evaluation of complex interventions.
Angela has a keen interest in research synthesis, transfer and exchange. She is widely known
for her methodological work integrating qualitative research into systematic reviews.
Motivated by a desire to learn from the views and experiences of those targeted by public
health interventions, this work has received international acclaim.
Before joining UEL Angela held research and teaching positions in a number of universities
including the Institute of Education at the University of London, Kings College, and Middlesex
University. In 2003 she was awarded a four year senior research fellowship by the
Department of Health on the promotion of young people’s health. Her most recent post was
as Associate Director of the Evidence for Policy and Practice Information and Co-ordinating
Centre at the Social Science Research Unit, Institute of Education. Here she ran a number of
large research projects as well as contributing to the design and delivery of a new MSc in
Evidence Informed Policy and Practice. Between 2005 and 2008 she co-directed the Methods
for Research Synthesis Node of the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods.
Internationally, Angela is an active contributor to the Cochrane and Campbell collaborations.
She is a co-convenor of the Cochrane Qualitative Methods Research Group and was a codirector of the Cochrane Health Promotion and Public Health Field until it became the
Cochrane Public Health Review Group in 2008. She now serves on the methodological
advisory board for this new research group.
As a newly appointed Professor of Community and Family Health, Angela’s remit is to develop
a programme of research linked to improving the health of Newham. Working closely with
colleagues in UEL, Newham University Hospital Trust and relevant external partners, she will
focus on research with local relevance for improving health and reducing inequalities. Please
click here for more details on this research programme.

